
 

 

 
Required High School Class Summer Reading  

  All book summaries and cover photos are from Goodreads.com. 
 
Who Is Malala Yousfzai? by Dinah Brown 

Malala Yousafzai was a girl who loved to learn but was told that girls would no longer be 
allowed to go to school. She wrote a blog that called attention to what was happening in her 
beautiful corner of Pakistan and realized that words can bring about change. She has 
continued to speak out for the right of all children to have an education. In 2014 she won the 
Nobel Peace Prize 

 
Student Choice Books 
All students must select and read at least one of the texts below. 
 
Spy Factory Series by Steven Stickler (choose one) 

Sixth grader Nate Fischer never wanted to be a spy. But when a mysterious phone call lands him 
at a new school, he realizes that he doesn’t have a choice: his new school is a spy factory. He 
barely has time to learn his locker combination before his first mission plunges him into danger. 
A sinister organization is trying to destroy his school and take over the world, and Nate has only 
a few hours to stop the evil plot. 
 
 

The Baseball Card Adventures by Dan Gutman  (choose one) 
Like every other kid in his class, Joe Stoshack has to write a report on an African American 
who's made an important contribution to society. Unlike every other kid in his class, Joe has a 
special talent: with the help of old baseball cards, he can travel through time. So for his 
report, Joe decides to go back to meet one of the greatest baseball players ever, Jackie 
Robinson, to find out what it was like to be the man who broke baseball's color barrier. Joe 
plans on writing a prize-winning report. But he doesn't plan on a trip that will for a short time 
change the color of his skin--and forever change his view of history and his definition of 
courage. 

 
The Chalk Box Kid by Clyde Robert Bulla 

A new neighborhood. A new school. A lonely birthday. Life isn’t easy for nine-year-old Gregory. 
Then he finds an abandoned chalk factory behind his house. It’s a secret place, just for him! 
Now he can draw anything he imagines on the dark brick walls. What amazing thing will 
Gregory draw first? 
 
 
   

 

https://www.goodreads.com/


 

The One in the Middle is a Green Kangaroo by Judy Blume  
Freddy Dissel has two problems. One is his older brother, Mike. The other is his younger sister, 
Ellen. That leaves Freddy in the middle, feeling like the peanut butter part of a sandwich, 
squeezed between two pieces of bread like a great big middle nothing. So when Freddy hears 
about the school play, he knows it’s his chance to shine--even if the play is being put on by the 
big kids, and even if Mike says that everybody can jump. But nobody can jump quite as well as 
Freddy, which makes him the perfect Green Kangaroo--and the star of the show! 
 

 The Pain and the Great One Series by Judy Blume  (choose one) 
When an eight-year-old girl and her six-year-old brother take turns describing each other, it’s 
no surprise that “The Pain” and “The Great One” are the nicknames that emerge. As this duo 
debates whom Mom and Dad love most, their competition becomes increasingly 
humorous--because when it comes to family affection, there’s no such thing as win or lose. 
 
 

The Paint Brush Kid by Clyde Robert Bulla  
In the sequel to The Chalk Box Kid, Gregory’s friend Uncle Pancho is in trouble. The city wants to 
build a highway right where his house is. They will have to tear it down! Then Gregory has an 
idea. He will paint the story of Uncle Pancho’s life for the whole city to see… but can the 
paintings save Uncle Pancho’s home? 
 
 

The Stories Julian Tells Series by Ann Cameron  
Julian is a quick fibber and a wishful thinker. And he is great at telling stories. He can make 
people--especially his younger brother, Huey--believe just about anything. Like the story about 
the cats that come in the mail. Or the fig leaves that make you grow tall if you eat them off the 
tree. But some stories can lead to a heap of trouble, and that's exactly where Julian and Huey 
end up! 
 
 

  The Weird School Series by Dan Gutman 
Things have gotten weirder! From a zany graduation ceremony to the off-the-wall antics of 
their new third-grade teacher, A.J. and the gang from Ella Mentry School have had some 
weird and wacky adventures.  

 


